
WHAT CAN YOU DO IF IMMIGRATION 
 VIOLATES YOUR RIGHTS? 

 
Everyone in the United States has the right to be free from detentions and searches without 
legal cause.  Persons may not be detained or searched just because of their race or national 
origin.  
 
If you have been mistreated or a victim of discrimination by immigration officers, you have a 
right to make a complaint. Making a complaint can help stop any future abuses by 
Immigration officers. 
 
What will a complaint do? 
• A complaint will cause an investigation of the officer’s conduct to determine if there was 

wrongdoing. 
• A complaint informs the authorities that there may be a problem with the individual officer 

or the officers in your area.  
• A complaint provides a record that others can refer to if there are problems again.  If there 

are many complaints, it is more likely that the authorities will take action to correct the 
problem. 

• Past complaints have resulted in court orders prohibiting illegal car stops and unlawful 
searches of homes. 

 
Where can you find out more about making a complaint of Immigration abuse? 
If you have suffered discrimination or have been abused by Immigration officers, and want to 
obtain assistance in making an INS complaint, you can call one of the legal services 
providers noted below.  It is important to know that: 
 
• The office will protect your right to confidentiality (secrecy). The office will not reveal your 

name or other information about you to the INS without first obtaining your authorization. 
You may want to make an INS complaint without revealing your name.  No complaint will 
be made unless you authorize it after discussing your concerns with an attorney. 

 
COLUMBIA LEGAL SERVICES 

Wenatchee 
300 Okanogan Avenue, Suite 3-B 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
(509) 662-9681 
1-800-572-9615 (toll free) 

Yakima 
600 Larson Bldg. 
6 South 2nd Street 
Yakima, WA 98901 
(509) 575-5593 
1-800-572-8716 (toll free) 

Tri Cities 
418 - F North Kellogg 
Kennewick, WA 99336 
(509) 374-9855 
1-888-2019735 (toll free) 

NORTHWEST JUSTICE PROJECT 
Wenatchee 
300 Okanogan Avenue, Suite 3-A  
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
(509) 664-5101 
1-888-201-1021 (toll free) 

Yakima 
510 Larson Bldg. 
6 South 2nd Street 
Yakima, WA 98901 
(509) 574-4234 
1-888-201-1018 (toll free) 
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OTHER OFFICES 
Northwest Immigrants Rights Project 
909 8th Avenue, Room 100 
Seattle, WA 98104 
(206) 587-4009 
1-800-445-5771 (toll free) 
 

Immigration Project 
P.O. Box 270 
121 Sunnyside Avenue 
Granger, WA 98932 
(509)854-2100 
1-888-756 3641 (toll free) 
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This publication provides general information concerning your rights and  
responsibilities.  It is not intended as a substitute for specific legal advice.   

This information is current as of the date of its printing, July 2002. 
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