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United Way Can’t Reach Goal
As Drive Ends, Agency
Only At 80 Percent
By DAN WRIGHT
Daily News-Record

With the United Way short of its
goal, agenciesthat dependon the orga
nization for fundingare apprehensive.

Some will cut staff. Others will
have long waiting lists for their ser
vices. First-time applicants may be
left out entirely.

"It will be disastrous,"said John
Whituield, executivedirector of Blue
Ridge Legal Servicesin Harrison
bwg. We’ll haveto reducestaff, and
we’ll be turning away people who

needlegal help."
At Hand-In-HandResourceMoth

ers Program,which operatesat Rock
ingham Memorial Hospital, plans to
hire staffandexpandserviceswill be
put on hold without help from the
United Way.

"It’s our first time seekingUnited
Way funding,"said Nan Sharpes,a re
sourcemotherwith theprogram."If we
don’t get funds,we’ll continuethe way
we havewith a waiting list of 25 preg
nant teens."

Both programshavea stakein the
successof the United Way’s fund-rais
ing campaign.

20 Percent Short
With most of thecampaigningcorn-

pleted,the United Way of Harrison-
burg & RockinghamCounty is at 80.7
percentof its SLI million goal.

On Friday, the agencyhad raised
$888,000,said executivedirectorBet
syHay.

The Commonwealth of Virginia
Campaign,which includes2,800 em
ployeesat JamesMadisonUniversity,
is projectedto raise another$25,000
for the agency,Hay explained.

"While thismay be short of goal, it
representsover $900,000 of invest
ment in the community," Hay said.
"It’s still a tremendousoutpouringof
supportfor United Wayprograms."

The local United Way funds 38
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agencies,includingadult daycare,mediation,literacyprograms
andtransportationservices.

The agency’sboard of directors will meet on March 18 to
makefundingrecommendations.Communityinvestmentteams
will determinehow much moneygoes where,flay added,and
makethe announcementonApril 27.

Funding And Staffing
Whitfield’s office has four full-time attorneys,and another

that’s part-time.
"We’re down two attorneysfrom two years ago," he said.

"And we’re facing a $M,000 deficit - that’s assuminglevel
funding from the UnitedWay."

Whitfield struckout in his attemptsto get funding increases
from the state and federal government.He approachedlocal
governments,askingfor $1 for every low-incomepersonin that
locality as determinedby the U.S.CensusBureau.

If HarrisonburgfundedBlue Ridge Legal Servicesat that
level, it would meanan additional $5,000for the organization,
Whitfield explained.

Sharpeshas a similar dilemma - how to add staff and
expandservices. With two people on staff and 10 volunteer
mentors,Hand-In-Handservesabout 30 percentof the area’s
pregnantteens.

A statewideprogramto help teenagemotherscopewith the
demandsof motherhoodandstayselisufficient,Hand-In-Hand
citespositive outcomes.Underthe resourcemotherprogram,5
percenthadrepeatpregnancies.Thatcomparesto a 30-percent
repeatpregnancyratefor teensnot in the program.

In the threemonthssinceshetook over as headof the Unit
edWay, Hay hastried to seeall the partneragenciesin action.

"It’s amazingthe difference the community’s investment
makes,"she said. "But the fund-raisingcampaignhasbeena
challengethisyear."


