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The Legal Services Corporation
Celebrates 30 Years

ROBERT 1. GREY JR.

NE OF TUE GREAT PRIVILEGES

of this office is the opportunity
to engagewith so many legal
organizationsthat shinethe
bright light of hope upon our
countryandbring honor to our
profession.In my work, I have
met lawyersof suchextraordi
nary purpose,dedicationand
idealismthat a thousand

columnswouid neverbring enoughcredit nor makethe
caseclearly enough.

A few monthsago, I was privileged to be a part of the
30th anniversarycelebrationof one
suchorganizationthathas becomea
standard-bearerof all that is good
aboutour profession,of all we stand
for andwork for: the Legal Services
Corp. If you’re not familiar with this
historic, results-orientedgroup of
men andwomen,you shouldbe,
sincetheir work residesat the very
heartof what it meansto be a lawyer.

Createdby an act of Congressin
1974, the LSC is an independent,
nonprofitcorporationfundedby the
federalgovernment.Its work is mul
tifaceted,but its mission is really
quitesimple: "Equal justice under
the law."

are all familiar with this phrase.
We learn it in civics class,exploreits
consequenceto our democracyin law
school,andsee it etchedon court
housewalls nationwide.Essentially,
it holds that justice,as an inalienable
right, should neverbe determinedby financialwell-be
ing or stationin life. After all, it is justice thatprotectsour
innocence,punishesour corruptionandencouragesour
ingenuity.Justicefor everyoneis the prerequisitefor a
healthy,prosperousandpeacefulsociety.

Of course,simply declaring this foundingtenetof our
democracydoesnot makeit a reality. Practicalapplication
requiresthe legal profession-thelink betweencitizens
and their systemof justice-to do everythingit canto
bring the hopefulnessof our systemto thosewho require
it. The LSC standsat the forefrontof this causeby provid

ing thousandsof small, everydayvictories that, while
nevermentionedon the eveningnews, havea profound
effecton the lives of so many.LSC programsprovidecivil
legal assistanceto Americanswho are eligible underthe
federalpovertyguidelines.The programsassistwith the
very basicconcernsof everydaylife, suchas domesticvi
olence,employment,housing,healthcareand fraud.

As it is with all greatorganizationsof high purpose,the
LSC was the inspirationof great leaders.The LSC andits
predecessor,the legal servicesprogramof the Office of
EconomicOpportunitypart of PresidentLyndon John
son’s "war on poverty", would neverhavebeencreated
without peoplelike U.S. SupremeCourtJusticeLewis
Powell. As presidentof theABA in 1964, Powellprovided
essentialsupportfor a federally fundedprogram.In a re
markablespeechto the ABA Houseof Delegates,Powell
declaredthat justice "shouldbe the same,in substance
andavailability, without regardto economicstatus."

HELP US MEET THE CHALLENGE
THROUGH THE YEARS, WHILE PROVIDING EXTRAORDINARY
serviceto communitiesaroundthe country, the LSC has
facedgreatchallengesas well. In the 1980sand ‘90s, its
veryexistencewas threatenedby thosewho felt that equal
justice underthe law was not importantenoughor threat

enedenoughto justify any federalas
sistanceat all. Underthis assault,the
legalcommunity,and the ABA most
prominently,roseup andargued
successfullythat if a victim of do
mesticviolence, a tenantbeingbul
lied illegally or a child needinga
custody resolutioncannotseekrem
edy due to a lackof resources,then
it is not just they who are harmed
butthe entireAmericanenterprise
itself.

Becauseof the efforts of lawyers,
the LSC enjoys greatersupporton
Capitol Hill today.Yet challenges
remain.The numberof Americans
eligible for LSC-fundedprograms
now exceeds43 million and is grow
ing while federalappropriationsre
main flat. While the ABA will con
tinue to keepthe LSC amongthe
highestof its legislativepriorities, it
is incumbenton the U.S. legal pro

fession-lawyerslike you andme-to join this cause.
I was deeply inspiredby JusticePowell,and I’ve spent

every dayof my professionallife trying to live up to the
exampleheset. We canall honor his memoryand the
idealshe set forth by taking a stand for the organization
he helpedcreate.I urgeeveryoneof you readingthis
pageto contactyour legislatorsandvoice your support
for the Legal ServicesCorp.

To be sure,thereare greatdemandson this country
andon our government’sscarceresources.But I canthink
of no higherpriority than equaljustice underthe law.

President Grey: The LSC is our standard-bearer.
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