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Legal Servicesmakeslast minutepleafor county funds
ByANITAJ. FIRERAUGH

Contributing Writer
A charitable organizationthat pro

vides free legal assistanceto low
income Botetourt County residents
made a last minute plea for $1 .559-a
dollar for each of the low-income
folks in Botetourt County-whenthe
supervisors held a public hearing

April 13 on the county’s proposed
$66.3 million budget for the upcom
ing fiscal year.

JohnWhitfield, executive director
for Blue Ridge Legal Services Inc.
BRLS, said the nonprofit organiza
tion will cut staff if localities can’t
fund $1 for every low-income resi
dent. The organization is $54,000

short this year due to state funding
cuts and low interestratesand is ask
ing the localities it servesfor help.

Funding for BRLS comes from
Legal ServicesCorporation,a federal
grant, the Legal ServicesCorporation
of Virginia, Intereston LawyersTrust
Accounts,andUnited Way.

The nonprofit agencyhelps impov

erishedpeoplewith civil matterslike
landlord-tenant disputes, domestic
problems,custody disputes,debt and
bankruptcy,Whitfield said.

The group only serves folks who
meet federal government poverty
guidelines. Whitfield said of the
county’s 1,559 residents who meet
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that criteria, 96 came to the
nonprofit group seekingassis
tance last year. Of those, 81
percent were women and 17
percentwereelderly.

The organization is about
"equal justice," Whitfield
said.

The BRLS literature saysit
is committed to eliminating
poverty-basedinequitiesin the
civil justice systemby provid
ing high-quality legal advice
and representationto low-
income residentsin its service
area.

The supervisors heard
Whitfields request but were
noncommittal.

The only other concern
about the county’s budget
camefrom R. David Wickljne

of Troutville, who asked the
supervisorsto fully fund the
school budget so that school
bus drivers can receive addi
tional health benefits.

During the public hearing,
School Board Chairman
Kathy Sullivan commended
the supervisors for working
with the school systemon its
budget andreachinga mutual
ly acceptableamount of $22.9
million in local funding.

She noted the school budg
et has severalnew positions,
including two art teachersat
the elementaryschool level.

After themeeting,Fincastle
District Supervisor Don
Meredith, who served with
Valley . District Supervisor
Don Assaid on the school

..‘ttlget committee,commend-

ed Assaidfor his "strong work
and innovative thoughts"dur
ing the budgetingprocess.

"His ideashelpedto assure
the additional teaching posi
tions requested,two athletic
trainers, one at each high
school, and he supportedCode
107, which could possibly
pave the way for insurance
coverage" for additional
employees,Meredithsaid.

Assaidwasnot at the budg
et hearing.

The supervisorswill meet
Thursday, April 28 at 3 p.m.
for action on the budget.The
supervisors are required by
state law to tell the School
Boardbefore May I the mini
mum it will receivein thenext
fiscal year that starts July 1.


