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Our View

Rentersbeware
this rabbleyou’re talking about.

theydo mostoftheworkingandpaying
andliving anddyingin this community.
Well, is it too muchto havethemwork
andpayandlive anddie in a coupleof
decentroomsanda bath?

- ActorJimmyStewartasGeorgeBai
ley in 7t’sA WonderfulLfe, 1946

I n Sunday’s edition, News Leader
reporterMariaLongleytook readerson
atourof asideof life in Stauntonthat

somehaveneverseen- andthat some
neverwill - low-costrentalpropertiesin
thecity.

Researchfor thestory, including
exhaustiveexaminationsoflandlord-ten
antcomplaintsified with thecity andcon
versationswith lawyersworking for the
Blue RidgeLegalAid Society revealed
that,despitetherun-downappearanceof
somerentalpropertiesandthefeelingsof
sometenants,thereareno "slumlords"
persein Staunton.Thatdoesn’tmean
therearen’tbadlandlordsor less-than-
desirablerentalproperties.Or deadbeat
tenantswith no pridein their surround
ingsor respectfor thelaw, for thatmatter.
They’re there,of course,andprobably
alwayswill be. It’s simply thatthelawas
it iswritten in Virginia hassetdown clear
guidelinesabouttheminimumresponsi

bilities of landllodsto tenants-andvice
versa.Mostpropertyownersandten
antsareobeyingthoselaws.When dis
puteserupt,it is generallydueto igno
ranceby eitherthelandlordortenantof
someofthefine pointsofthelaw. As a
result,it’s importantthatrentersenter
into agreementsaboutrentalproperties
with landlordswith their eyesopenand
anawarenessofbothparties’responsibil
ities.

Spacepreventsusfrom re-coveringall
thegroundcoveredin yesterday’sarticle,
butwe wouldurgelow-incomeresidents
seekinga rentalto do oneofthreethings:
Geta copyof Sunday’spaperat The News’
Leaderoffice at11 N. CentralAve.
in Staunton,readthearticleonlineat
www.newsleader.com,orvisit theVir
ginia LegalAid Website at valegalaid.org.
Knowyourrights,andusethelaw to your
benefit.
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