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2004 Campaign for Legal Aid—A Banner Year

Thank you! Donations to the Campaign for Legal Aid in 2004 totaled $611,000. This unprecedented result is due to the efforts
of many supporters. Of the amount, 46% came from law firms and attorneys, the backbone support of the annual Campaign.
Appreciation is extended to The Family Housing Fund, which generously provided $98,000 to expand SMRLS’ very successful
Project HALO (Housing Alliance Law Office). The 2004 Ramsey County Bench & Bar Benefit resulted in a contribution to SMRLS
of $20,765.92 from the Ramsey County Bar Foundation. This was the largest amount in the benefit’s history of more than 25
years. Many thanks to the law firms, businesses, and individuals who made that happen, with very special thanks to the RCBA staff.

The 2004 Campaign for Legal Aid benefitted from the generous support of The Saint Paul Foundation and the St. Paul Travelers
Foundation for SMRLS’ Education Law Advocacy Project. Great appreciation is again due to top corporation and law firm
Campaign contributors: 3M; Briggs and Morgan; Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi; Murnane, Conlin, White & Brandt;
Winthrop & Weinstine; and Larson * King. Thanks to the Elizabeth Callender King Foundation for its support of SMRLS’
Winona office. The Campaign for Legal Aid welcomed many first-time supporters in 2004, including the Chestnut & Cambronne
and Lommen Nelson law firms. All 2004 contributors will be listed in the 2005 Annual Report later this summer.

Because of these donations to the Campaign for Legal Aid, thousands of low-income people in desperate circumstances received
vital services. Families and individuals who would otherwise have been turned away were helped with problems that ranged from
family violence, homelessness, and discrimination to lack of access to medical care and public benefits. On behalf of these low-
income clients, SMRLS extends heartfelt thanks to Campaign for Legal Aid contributors. Based on SMRLS’ unqualified audit
report, only 11.7% of SMRLS’ expenses go into management administration and fund-raising. SMRLS received high marks from
the independent auditors for its fiscal management and prudent handling of finances during a time of deep funding cuts. Your
donations to the Campaign are making an important difference in the lives of thousands in need, especially during these years in
which legal aid has experienced substantial funding reverses.

Deepest appreciation goes to Campaign for Legal Aid Leadership Committee Chair Steve Kirsch (Murnane, Conlin, White &
Brandt) for the ceaseless energy he directs to the Campaign. His example is followed by the volunteers on the Campaign for Legal
Aid Leadership Committee (listed on the back page of this newsletter) who helped to make 2004 a banner year. Thank you all!

The 2004 Campaign for Legal Aid Luncheon Celebration
21" Century Leadership Award Winners

Justice Sam Hanson Judge Terri Stoneburner with emcee Cathy Wurzer



Deep appreciation
to the
2004 luncheon sponsors:

Minnesota Law & Politics
Thomson West
3M
Alliance Bank
Minnesota Lawyers Mutual

Mark Manderscheid (Briggs and Morgan)
and Ramsey County Attorney Susan Gaertner
























