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Public Works
W&L Inaugurates the Shepherd Loan Repayment Program

Last spring, W&L unveiled the ShepherdLoan Repayment
ProgramLRAP to help new graduatesbalancetheir financial
situationwith a careerin public interestlaw

Establishedwith the supportof Nancy andTom Shepherd
‘52, the LRAP endowmentcontinues to grow and currently
standsat approximately$1,044,345.This year,W&L awarded
thefirst grantsto alumniwho havedemonstrateda commitment
to servingindigentsor underservedpopulations.

Tara Miller, director of CareerPlanning, is delightedthat
the programis up andrunning.Shehad the pleasureof deliv
ering the good newsto the recipients."I called eachoneand
told them W&L was paying off part of their loans.They all
stoppedbreathingfor a momentbecausetheyprobablydidn’t
think theywould get the money,"shesaid.

The grant, determinedby a numberof factors, including
annualincome,costof living anddebtservice,makesa difference
to the public interestlawyer’squalityof life. Mosteamin the low
$30K rangeand face the challengeof managinghouseholdbills
and law school debt.As a result,manytalentedlawyersleave pub
lic interestjobs for better-payingones.

W&L’s LRAP will help changethat trend.
Shawna Cheney ‘05, the Edmund D. Campbell recipi

ent, works as a staff attorneyat Blue Ridge Legal Services
in Lexington. "Without the LRAP I couldn’t afford to work
here,"shesays. "It makesa hugedifferenceto me.Without it I
wouldn’t be ableto do this work that I love."

The otherLRAP recipientsincludeAnastaciaGreene‘04,
staffattorney, Legal Servicesof SouthernPiedmont,Charlotte,
N.C.; LeahGarabedian‘04, assistantpublic defender,Jackson,
Mo.; and Michelle Williams ‘05, assistantdistrict attorney,
JudicialDistrict 1, Durham,N.C.

For more information,pleasecontactthe Office of Career
Planningat 540 458-8535or lawcareer@wlu.edu.


