b Pay attention to your billing cycles. Follow up
with creditors if bills don't arrive on time. A
missing credit card bill could mean an identity
thief has taken over your credit card account
and changed your billing address.

» Carncel all eredit cards that you have not
ysed in the last six months. Open credit is a
prime target.

» Order your credit report at least twice a year.
Reports should be obtained from ali three major
sources: Fquifax at 800-685-1111; Experian at
888-EXPERIAN {397-3742); or TransUnion at
B00-680-7293.

» Correct all mistakes on your credit report in
writing. Send the letters return receipt requested.
Identify the problems item by item and send with
a copy of the credit report back to the credit
reporting agency. You should hear from the agency
within 30 days.

» Write to Direct Marketing Association, Mail
Preference Service, PO Box 9008, Farmingdate, N'Y
11735 to get your name off direct mail lists.
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