
What Kind of Tax Cases 
Can Legal Aid Handle? 

 

 
We may be able to assist you with your 
federal income tax matters, including: 

·  Audits and Notices.  If you have been 
contacted by the IRS about a problem 
with your taxes, we may be able to 
assist you 

·  Tax Debts.  If you owe money to the 
IRS and cannot afford to pay, we may 
be able to assist you in negotiating 
payment. 

·  Non-filers.  If you did not file for a 
past year, we may be able to assist you 
in filing your prior year tax return(s). 

·  Other tax issues.  We also provide 
assistance for other federal tax issues. 

 
Contact us for more information. 
 
 
This is meant to be an informational brochure, and is 
not intended to take the place of legal counsel.  The 
distribution of this brochure by the Legal Aid Society of 
Hawai’i does not imply that an attorney-client 
relationship has been formed.  This brochure is not 
intended to be a complete statement of law nor intended 
to fully describe or evaluate your options. 
 
© Copyright April 2006, Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i.  
Revised 8/24/2006 
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Legal Aid Society  

of Hawai`i 
 

Earned Income Tax Credit: 
It’s Your Money.   
You Earned It. 
Now Claim It! 

 
 
 

 

FOR FREE TAX ASSISTANCE, CALL: 

OAHU: 536-4302 

MAUI: 242-0724 

HILO: 934-0678 

KONA: 329-8331 

KAUAI: 245-7580 

MOLOKAI: 553-3251 

LANAI: 565-6089�

http://www.legalaidhawaii.org/ 



Who is the 
Legal Aid Society of Hawai’i ? 

 
The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii (Legal Aid) 
is Hawai’i’s largest non-profit law firm.  
Legal Aid is a statewide organization with 9 
offices on 6 of the Hawaiian Islands.  We 
concentrate our efforts on assisting low-
income individuals with their non-criminal 
legal matters. 
 
Legal Aid can provide assistance with many 
types of legal problems. 
 
This brochure provides information about 
Federal Tax Debts with  your spouse or 
former spouse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) can be 
a great benefit for working families who do 
not make much money.  The EITC can enable 
you and your family to keep more of the 
money that you work so hard to earn 
everyday.  It’s your money.  You earned it.  
Now claim it! 
 

What is the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC)? 

 
The EITC is a refundable tax benefit for 
people who work but do not earn high 
incomes.  Taxpayers who qualify and claim 
the credit could pay less federal tax, pay no 

tax, or even receive a refund beyond the 
amount of tax withheld. 
 

Does the EITC Effect my Public 
Assistance Benefits? 

 
The EITC has no effect on other federal 
benefits.  In most cases, the EITC will not be 
used to determine eligibility for Medicaid, 
food stamps, Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI), low-income housing, or Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
payments 
 

Do I Qualify for the EITC? 
 
To qualify, you must: 

(1) earn money (but not too much); 
(2) have a valid social security 

number; 
(3) be a U.S. citizen or resident alien;  
(4) not file “married filing separately”; 

and, 
(5) not be a qualifying child of another 

person. 
 
If you raised more than one child and earned 
less than $35,263 ($37,263 for married filing 
jointly), then you may get up to $4,400. 
 
If you raised one child and earned less than 
$31,000 ($33,030 for married filing jointly), 
then you may get up to $2,662. 
 
If you did not raise any children and earned 
less than $11,750 ($13,750 for married filing 
jointly), then you may get up to $399. 
 
There are other requirements not listed here 
that may apply to your situation.  Please 

contact a tax professional to discuss your 
particular situation. 
 

What if I am an Immigrant? 
 
Many immigrants who are legally authorized 
to work in the United States can qualify for 
the EITC as long as they meet all eligibility 
requirements. 

 
How do I Claim my EITC? 

 
You must file a federal tax return to claim the 
EITC.  Federal tax forms are available in most 
areas at post offices, public libraries, and 
through the IRS website (www.irs.gov). 
 
If children lived with you for more than half 
of the year, file a federal tax return using 
Forms 1040 or 1040A and attach Schedule 
EIC. 
 
If you did not have any children living with 
you, file a federal tax return using any tax 
form.  Schedule EIC is not needed. 
 
What if I Don’t Know How to File a 

Tax Return? 
 

Get FREE help!  
Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) 
Programs were 
established to help people 
fill out their tax forms for 
free.  Many VITA sites 
have electronic filing for 
faster refunds.  To find 

the nearest VITA site, call 1-800-829-1040. 

Who is the 
Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i? 

 
The Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i (Legal 
Aid) is Hawaii’s largest non-profit law firm.  
Legal Aid is a statewide organization with 9 
offices on 6 of the Hawaiian Islands.  We 
concentrate our efforts on assisting low-
income individuals with their non-criminal 
legal matters. 
 
Legal Aid can provide assistance with many 
types of legal problems. 
 
This brochure provides information about 
the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
 

 
 


