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GETTING PROPERTY BACK
AFTER YOU MOVE OUT

If you were evicted, moved out of your home or alwared your home and you left some of your
things behind, there are rules about what the taddtan do with them.

If Your Property Is Still In the Building Where You Lived
These rules apply if you moved out and left propbghind. It
doesn’t matter if there was an eviction case irrtcounot, or if your
landlord told you to move, or if you just decidednove.

* The landlord must give the property backwithin 24 hours of you asking for it back. You
have to ask for it in a letter. These deadlines@aanclude weekends or holidays. Put the
date on your demand letter and keep a copy of @u may want to send it certified mail or
deliver it in front of a witness.

» After 28 days, the landlord can sell your property. The landlord has to give you 14 days
written notice before the sale. If they do notegyou the notice themselves, they must mail it
to your last known address and post it on the ptgper 2 weeks or, in some cases, publish it
in the newspaper.

» If your things were stored in your building, you do not have to pay to get them back.
Your landlord can’t hold your things until you pegnt or fees you owe. But your landlord can
demand you pay for time spent moving things oragjercosts.

» If you are evicted, the landlord has to make a deted list of all your property while the
sheriff is there. The list must state the condition of each itdtrmust have the name and
badge number of the sheriff. Both you and theiffliraust get a copy.

If Your Property Is Stored Somewhere Else and There is NO Court Eviction Order:
Your landlord has to follow the same rules as ali®wé@ has 48 hours (instead of 24) to give you
your things back.

If Your Property Is Stored Somewhere Else and There IS a Court Eviction Order:
* The landlord must give the property backwithin 48 hours of you asking for it back. You
have to write a letter asking for it back. Thesadlines do not include weekends or holidays.
Put the date on your demand letter and keep a@bipy You may want to send it certified
mail or deliver it in front of a witness.
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* The landlord must take care of your property for 60days. After that the landlord can sell
your property. They must give you 3 weeks’ nobit¢he sale. If they do not give you the
notice themselves, they must mail it to your lastwn address and post it on the property for
2 weeks or, in some cases, publish it in the nepexpa

* You have to pay the landlord back any costs of mong and storing your things if you
were evicted in court and the sheriff came to getou out. This is only if your things were
moved out of your building to somewhere else. Ylandlord can demand that you pay before
you get your property back.

WHAT IF | OWE RENT OR FEES?

You can still get your property back if you owe thdandlord money from when you lived there
including rent, fees, or court costs. The landloaid ask for the money, but cannot keep your things
because you have not paid it.

The landlord can use the money from the sale for nving and storage cost®r for any debts you
owe them. You can ask for any money left over. Write a lettethe
landlord saying you want the money that is lefeeld a copy.

CAN | SUE?

If the landlord won't give you back your property, you can sue in

Conciliation Court. You will need proof of all the property your ldadd took and proof of any
money you had to spend to replace items you catmatithout, like medicine or tools for work. You
can also ask for attorney’s fees and a penaltp uwite your damages or $1,000, whichever is more.
See our fact shedf-1 Conciliation Court If you owe the landlord money, the landlord can
counterclaim for it in Conciliation Court.

If you were evicted in Hennepin or Ramsey County gan go back to Housing Court with this
claim, instead of filing a new case in ConciliatiGourt.

To find other Legal Aid Society materials, inclugithe fact sheets mentioned in this document, go to
www.lawhelpmn.org/LASMfactsheets

Minneapolis Legal Aid — CLE Don't use this fact sheet if it is more than 1 yeald.
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