To:

WASCLA Members
From:

Northwest Justice Project
Date:

1.10.2010
RE:

Minutes for WASCLA Conference Call: December 16, 2009
I. People Present: Jill Dutton, Joana Ramos, Ann Kennedy, Ashley Mei, Magdalena Labori, Cindy Roat, Terry Mirande, Kristi Cruz, Brenda Tausch, Nora Adam, Emma Garkavi, Milena Waldron, Nancy Leveson, Jason Reed, 
II.
Agenda Items and Discussion:

A. Elections Update
Report from the Elections Sub-committee on that status of the first WASCLA Board of Directors Election. The committee is in the process of developing the nomination forms, which will be sent out by the end of this week. Ballots will likely be distributed in January. A draft of the self-nomination form was attached to the call information and the group provided the following feedback:
· Add introductory information to the form including that the only eligibility requirement to run is to be a WASCLA member, which currently means that you are listed on our  email distribution list. 

· Add terms of service / Bylaw information

· Possibility of running for more than one position

· Add board member duties 

ACTION ITEMS: Kristi C. will send out the nomination forms this week. Please distribute them among your networks.  
B. Prescription Translation Workgroup Update
a. Joana gave an update on the ongoing work of the Prescription Translation workgroup. On 12/11 there was a national Prescription translation webinar which can be viewed by going to the Diversity RX website at diversityrx.org – link to Your Voice – link to Webinars – link to Medicine and LEP, Webinar #3. Joana presented on the work going on in Washington to increase access to pharmacy services for LEP individuals including the meetings in September and October with WASCLA members and local pharmacy representatives, representatives from the Washington State Pharmacy Association, and both Washington Schools of Pharmacy representatives. The workgroup’s next steps include a third meeting that will hopefully include representatives from chain pharmacies in Washington State. 
C. Report from Meeting with Department of Justice, Assistant Attorney General Tom Perez on Language Access Issues. 
a. Jill Dutton attended this meeting of language access advocates and reported back to this group. AAG Tom Perez spoke about DOJ initiatives including the work that the DOJ/ Office of Coordination and Review (COR) does. COR is responsible for enforcement of Civil Rights Laws in terms of all DOJ grantees (agencies or entities that receive federal financial assistance from DOJ), enforcement within other agency recipients and within the Federal government, accessibility of DOJ, and coordinating efforts among the federal agencies (inter-agency task force). 
b. The advocates present expressed concern about state courts charging for interpreter services, are compiling a list of the consequences when courts fail to provide interpreter services, and suggested that DOJ hold regional meetings to hear more from advocates across the country. The advocates present also asked DOJ to post prior civil rights complaints that they have received and the outcomes on their website. 
ACTION ITEM:    Email Jill any examples or issues that you feel should be raised on this issue. 
D. Education & LEP Students, Parents
a. Danielle gave an update on the work that the Education workgroup is doing to improve access to schools & school related programs and information for LEP students and their families. This group is currently comprised of representatives from Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, Education Ombudsman Office, WASCLA, Puget Sound Educational Service District, Interpreters, Seattle School District, Spokane School District, Central Valley School District, the Office of Student Advancement, and the Northwest Justice Project. The group has held 2 meetings to date and has identified the need to share resources and develop additional materials that will include the legal requirements on language access in schools, how to identify the language needs of students and their families, available resources, model trainings and policies, and cultural competency training resources. 
ACTION ITEM: Jill will connect Milena and Danielle. 
E. Summit VI Conference Discussion
a. The group discussed the location of the next summit. The group determined that after 5 conferences in areas outside of the Puget Sound region, that it would be appropriate to hold the next conference on the Western side of the state. The benefits to this is the increased access for a large number of interpreters and translators to attend. 
i. Possible locations include the Shoreline Conference Center but we’re encouraging members to let us know other options that will hold as many as 450 – 500 individuals. Other location ideas: Seattle Center donates space to non-profits. The Olympia area was suggested as somewhat more central in the Puget Sound region. 
ii. The dates are likely October 15/16th or Oct. 22/23rd. 

ACTION ITEMS: please check for conflicts with other state or national conferences with either of these dates and let us know. Joana Ramos will contact the Seattle Center. Terry Mirande will look into places in the Tacoma area. 
F. Additional Agenda Items and Next Steps
a. The Interpreter and Translator Directory workgroup will meet in January. 
ACTION ITEMS: Kristi C. will email the group to select a date for the next meeting. If you would like to join this group email JoAnn Guzman at www.wascla.lep@gmail.com. 

. 
III.
Next Call: January 27th, 2010 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
