To:

WASCLA Members
From:

Northwest Justice Project
Date:



RE:

Minutes for WASCLA Conference Call: January 27, 2010
I. People Present: Kristi Cruz, Julie Bryan, Leticia Camacho, Julie Kim, Bill Plumley, Cindy Roat, Danielle Eidenberg- Noppe, Rosie Ochs, Nancy Leveson, Rick Bidwell, Andy Commer, Joana Ramos, Maggie Labori, Brenda Tausch, Milena Calderi-Waldron, Jill Dutton, Barbara Robinson, Kathleen To, Molly Ertel, Diane Schneider, Fatima Morales, Madaline Carlson, 
Minutes – any updates or revisions – please send to wascla.lep@gmail.com

II.
Agenda Items and Discussion:

A. Interim Advisory Committee Update - Julie Bryan reporting – have obtained EIN from IRS and have received corporation status from WA.  Raised money for incorporation expenses through Summit V registration.  Total donated to incorporation was $1,185.00 Headed towards filing for 501 (c)(3) status but this committee will research options and then wait for BOD to file. Joana – the group is working on getting expert advice regarding procedure for 501 (c) filing.  The next step will take less time but will take more money.  

ACTION ITEMS: Forms being filed in the coming months, final process cannot be completed until a Board is created. 
B. Elections Committee Update – Brenda Tausch reporting – The Elections Committee is working on balloting issues.  We received a total of 15 self-nominations.  Brenda stepped in as Kristi and Jill have recused themselves from the committee since they are both running for positions on the Board.  The committee has several questions for this larger group. Based on feedback, the committee is hoping to send out the ballots by February 8, and close the elections after two weeks.  Heidi Fischer is not a member of WASCLA and will be the person to verify ballots.  The committee wants this group’s input on the following: 
a. Should we ask the 15 candidates to consider adding additional categories to run for? (rationale: some categories only have one nominee whereas other categories have multiple nominees) 

1. Discussion: Some members felt it wasn’t the best approach to allow candidates to run for more than one position. That decision has already been made and will stand for this election but the Board can change the process for elections for future elections. The group agreed that it wouldn’t hurt to send an email to the 15 nominees asking them this question. 
b. How do we want to deal with a situation if a candidate wins more than one position?
i. Options discussed include:  Asking candidates to rank the positions in terms of their preferences for which seat they would fill first, second, etc., should they receive the highest number of votes in more than one category or this group could come up with a system or ranking of order to fill seats in. 
ii. Discussion: the most important factor is that the system is clear to everyone before the voting happens. The group seemed to agree that it was better to let each nominee decide which spot to fill in this instance instead of the group coming up with the ranking and in some way sending a message of priority of the Board positions. There was a suggestion that the ranking be added to the voter’s guide so that voters would have a sense of which position the candidate preferred to be elected to since this may inform a person’s decision on which position to vote for a given candidate. 
c. Voting process: When voting begins members will receive a link to the survey monkey along with a voter’s guidebook.  The voter’s guidebook will include a list of the candidates and their responses from the self nomination form.  It will also identify which categories each candidate is running for. On the ballot you will have to include your first name and last name and Heidi will verify that you are currently on our WASCLA E-mail distribution list. 
ACTION ITEMS: Election sub-committee will send an e-mail to 15 candidates informing them of the option to add or remove categories and will request the candidates to rank the positions they are running for in the event that they receive the highest number of votes for more than one position. This information is to be included in the voter’s guide.  Need to add election info to website.  Ballot will be distributed on or about February 8, 2010 and voting will remain open for two weeks.  
C. 2010 Conference Discussion – WASCLA Summit VI, we have had some members looking into locations.  Shoreline, SPU, SU and UW-Tacoma are possible locations.  At the last conference we agreed that we would have the next conference in the Seattle, Bellingham, Olympia area.  Venue will have to accommodate up to 500 people.  No committee as of yet but it is time to form one.  If you are interested you can e-mail wascla.lep@gmail.com.  Happy to take suggestions on a specific site.  
a. Molly, Joana, Kristi, Julie, and Terry have expressed interest in participating on this committee. 
ACTION ITEMS:    Email JoAnn at wascla.lep@gmail.com if interested in joining the conference planning committee. 
D. Legislative Updates – Cindy reported on HB 3062: 
a. What’s in the Bill – Bill for language access services.  Goal of the bill is to save the funding and to restructure the way DSHS provides interpreter services so it is more efficient and improves the work conditions of interpreters.  Specifically, the Bill:
i. Creates a stakeholder committee / work group to look at DSHS interpreter scheduling and billing processes to recommend changes
ii. As of 2011 will have the state providing services in a different way than the current brokerage model.
iii. Asks the state to recognize DSHS interpreters as state employees for the purposes of collective bargaining. 
b. Process: 
i. House Ways and Means committee on Thurs, requested testimony
ii. Floor of the House to be voted on
iii. Bill will probably be altered as it goes thru the process of amendment
c. Discussion:  Is there any talk of separating the DSHS part from the unionization of interpreters? No, since this part of the Bill seems to be the least controversial and the consensus was that if conditions for the interpreters do not improve then any system that is created in exchange for the current system will be flawed from the beginning. Which medical groups are supporting this Bill? At a time when Basic Health is also on the chopping block, this bill and the related funding are not a high priority. Bill will be looked at within the next two weeks.  
ACTION ITEM: Fatima will get Kristi an email describing ways to get involved in this effort and Kristi will send it out to the WASCLA membership.
E. RX Translation Workgroup Update – Joana – Still working on trying to get next meeting set up with Washington state pharmacy association and pharmacy representatives from Costco, RiteAid, Safeway and other chain pharmacies. The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for 3/21/10.  
ACTION ITEMS: None.
F. Education & LEP Workgroup Update – Danielle – Work group is having monthly meeting with a group of educators from around the state.  Education Ombudsman’s office created parent’s dictionary of education terms that is on their website. 
a. This group is in the process of developing the following:  
i. Developing a model policy for providing language access to LEP students and their families. 
ii. Discussion with Dept. of Education OCR to create a reminder letters to schools on legal obligations under Title VI. 
iii. OSPI putting together list of resources for educators and interpreters and translators
ACTION ITEMS:  Please email JoAnn Guzman at wascla.lep@gmail.com if you’d like to participate in this effort. 
III.
Additional Discussion: 
G. It seems like it is necessary to send out a description of the various projects and workgroups that WASCLA members are working on that describes the projects and gives members a way to get connected with the ongoing work if they are so interested. E-mail list of committees and invite to participate.
H. Interpreter survey – What is the current state of the surveys? There hasn’t been any work on the surveys since last spring. The surveys were designed to look at interpreter usage and compensation around the state. The goal of the surveys needs to be reevaluated before going forward. The group agreed to hold a meeting to discuss the goal of the surveys and the intended use, and to recommend next steps. 
ACTION ITEMS: Kristi will develop a list of the committees and work groups for distribution. Members to review the list and contact JoAnn if interested in joining one of the committees. WASCLA will convene a meeting to discuss the interpreter surveys that were developed last year. Contact JoAnn Guzman at wascla.lep@gmail.com if you would like to participate in this upcoming meeting. 
IV.
Next Call: February 24, 2010 from 11 – 1 p.m. any agenda items or suggestions can be sent to wascla.lep@gmail.com.  
