
 

 

 
 

DIVORCE:  
WHAT TO DO IF YOU RECEIVE  

DIVORCE PAPERS FROM YOUR SPOUSE  
 

 

Important: This packet is good for papers received from a Hawai‘i court only. If the papers are from a court in another 

state, you should seek legal advice from an attorney in that state. Divorce laws differ in each state – call Legal Aid in that 

other state instead. To obtain the phone number of another state’s Legal Aid, you may contact the Legal Aid Society of 

Hawai‘i.    
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Why file an Answer? 

If you have been served with a Complaint for Divorce, you should file an answer, especially if you don’t agree 
with what your spouse is saying in the complaint. An answer is your way to tell a judge what you want from the 
divorce. If you do not file an answer, the judge may give your spouse everything they ask for in their 
complaint. This would be called a default judgment. 

In Hawai‘i, your answer is due at the court within 20 days after you’ve been served with the complaint. 

This packet can help you write a short answer to a divorce complaint. In your answer, you will be 
disagreeing or agreeing with the statements your spouse has made in the complaint for divorce. There is not 
much room to tell your entire side of the story on this answer form. Your main goal is simply to include the 
most important issues in this written answer. 

If you’ve missed the 20-day deadline, still turn in an answer as soon as possible. If you do not, the judge will 
have no record of what you agree or disagree with in the complaint, and may give your spouse a default 
judgment. 

If there is a hearing scheduled in your divorce, you must show up, even if you also do a written answer to 
the complaint. 
 

The Answer form 
Before you begin: 
(1) Read through the instructions first. 
(2) Have the Complaint for Divorce beside you. 
(3) Type if you can, or else write very clearly in black ink only. 
  

Filling out the Form: 
 
The large numbers on these instructions match the large numbers on the SAMPLE ANSWER FORM at 
the end of this packet. 

 
1. Write or type your name, full mailing address, and phone number. You can use a friend’s or relative’s 
address/phone if you don’t want your spouse to know your information, as long as your friend/relative will 
give you your mail. 
 
Fill in your circuit number where it says “IN THE FAMILY COURT OF THE ____________ CIRCUIT” 
 
2. Your spouse is the plaintiff. Write his/her name exactly as it appears on the complaint. 
 
3. You are the defendant. Write your name exactly as it appears on the complaint. 
 
4. “FC-D No.” is your case # in the family court, and is how the court identifies your case. Fill in the FC-D 
number at the top right corner of the page. This is the same number which is on the complaint papers your 
spouse has served you. 
 
5. Look at the Complaint for Divorce. Decide which statements you agree with and which you do not agree 
with. Each statement in the complaint is numbered. In your answer, list by number the statements you 



 

 

agree with on line 5. Make sure you agree with the entire statement, because once you agree to it, you have 
legally agreed that all of it is true, and you will be held to it for the entire case. If you do not agree with the 
entire statement, do not list it on line 5. 
 

6. In your answer, list the items you do not agree with on line 6. 
 
7. This is where you can tell the judge what your situation is, and what you would like. Write here in your 
own words. This can include: 
 • telling about any domestic abuse in your marriage 
 • asking for sole or joint custody of the children 
 • asking for a specific visitation schedule, or for supervised visitation 
 • changing your name 
 • telling the judge how you think any assets and debts should be divided. 
 
You can also leave section 7 blank if you would like. 
 
8. Write the location (county) you are in on line 8. 
 
9. Write the date you fill in the form on line 9. 
 
10. Sign your full name on line 10. 
 
 
 

How to File and Serve Your Answer  
 

After you have finished filling out the form, you need to file it. Filing your Answer just means giving your 
forms to the clerk at the court. Make four (4) copies of your completed and signed answer. For each copy, 
staple the two pages together at the top left and top right corners. Take the original and the copies to the 
court – your answer must be filed in the same circuit where the complaint was filed. The clerk will date-
stamp everything, keep the original, and give you back the copies. 
 
After you have filed your answer, you must serve the other party. Serving means giving the other party a copy 
of what you’ve filed with the court. If your spouse has an attorney, you must serve the attorney. If your 
spouse has no attorney, you must serve your spouse directly. You can serve the answer by mail or in person. 
To serve by mail, send two (2) filed copies to your spouse’s attorney (if your spouse has one). If your spouse 
does not have an attorney, mail one (1) filed copy to your spouse by certified mail, return receipt requested. 
 

What Happens Next  
 

After you have filed your answer and served your spouse, either you or your spouse must ask the court to 
do something next, or else nothing further will happen in your case. There are five things that can happen at 
this point: 
 
(1) Nothing is filed:  If you/your spouse do nothing else for about a year, the court may drop the case. 
The court will notify you of this at the address on your documents. 
 
(2) Settlement: You and your spouse can decide to settle the issues in your divorce case outside of court. 
You can then submit this agreement to the court for its approval. This would be an uncontested divorce. 
 
(3) Motion for Temporary Relief: You or your spouse can file a motion asking the court for temporary 
orders. The motion asks the court to make temporary decisions about things like child custody or support. 



 

 

These orders will generally be in effect only until the divorce is final. 
 
(4) Motion to Set: You or your spouse can file a Motion to Set. This form is available from the court, and it 
asks the court to set a trial date. Whoever files this form must attach additional information including a 
position statement, an income/expense sheet, and asset/debt information. 
 
(5) Motion for Default Judgment: Your spouse can file a Motion for Default Judgment if you have answered 
the complaint, but if you also do not seem to be contesting or disputing any issues in the divorce. 
 

 
For more information on Divorce and the Divorce Process see the Legal Aid Society 
of Hawaii’s “Divorce Law in Hawaii” brochure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i 

924 Bethel Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
www.legalaidhawaii.org 

 
Legal Aid’s Hotline: 

O‘ahu:  808.536.4302 
Neighbor Islands: 1.800.499.4302 

 

 
 

REMEMBER:  
This brochure is meant to provide general 

information, and does not provide specific legal 
advice about your individual case. The law often 

changes. Each case is different. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Legal Terms for Divorce 
 

alimony An amount paid by one spouse to the other in a divorce, generally only awarded as a 
rehabilitation payment until the recipient spouse becomes self-sufficient. 

allege To state or assert as truthful. 

answer The defendant’s response to a complaint, filed in the court. 

assets (marital) 
  

Anything of value acquired during marriage, such as real estate, personal property, 
jewelry, furniture, or cars. 

complaint  Paper filed with a court to start a suit. 

custody  The care, control, and maintenance of a child. 

custody (legal) The right and responsibility to make major legal decisions about a child’s future (such 
as religion, health care, and education). 

custody (physical) The right and responsibility to have a child live with you. 

date-stamp The stamp the clerk at Family Court puts on your papers when you file them. 

debts Monies that are owed, including loans, credit cards, and mortgages. 

defendant One against whom a complaint is filed. In this case, you are the defendant. 

default judgment If you miss your hearing or deadline, the court may order a default judgment. This grants 
everything the plaintiff requests in the complaint, because the court does not know 
that you are interested in the case. 

domiciled Where someone lives and has intent to remain. 

file To deliver documents to the clerk at the court. 

irretrievably 
broken 

A term used to refer to the grounds for divorce when no one is at fault and the 
spouses are unable to reunite. 

judgment The decision the court makes which is legally enforceable. 

liabilities These are obligations to pay, similar to debts. 

non-custodial The parent who does not have the authority to keep the child with them, and/or does 
not have the authority to make legal decisions about a child. 

plaintiff The one who starts a lawsuit. In this case, your spouse is the plaintiff. 

pro se Representing oneself without a attorney. 

serve To deliver a copy of something you file with the court to the other party to the suit. It 
must be delivered by a sheriff or someone over 18 who is not involved in the court 
case. 

supervised 
visitation 

Means that the non-custodial spouse can visit with a child only with someone else 
present to ensure the safety of the child. If your spouse uses drugs or alcohol, or if 
you fear for your child’s safety, you can request this in section 7. in your Answer, or 
at your hearing. 

visitation The right of a non-custodial parent to see a child. Visitation ranges from supervised 
to unsupervised, and from frequent to never. Depending on the situation, visitation 
can be flexible or rigid. 

 



 

 

Useful Names & Numbers 
 
 

Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i 
924 Bethel Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
www.legalaidhawaii.org 

 
 

Legal Aid’s Hotline Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

9:00am - 11:30am and 1:00pm - 3:30pm 
Oahu: 536-4302  Other Islands: 800-499-4302 

 

 
Hawai‘i State Judiciary: Divorce Self-Help Resources 

www.courts.state.hi.us/self-help/divorce/divorce.html 
 

 
Divorce Forms & Packets 

www.courts.state.hi.us/self-help/divorce/forms/divorce_forms.html 
 

O‘ahu (First Circuit) 
Family Court Service Center (Ho‘okele) 
4675 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI 96707 
954-8290 

Maui (Second Circuit) 
Circuit Court 
2145 Main Street, Room 106 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
244-2969 
1-800-769-3868 (toll free from Moloka‘i & Lāna‘i) 

O‘ahu (First Circuit) 
Family Court: Management Services Branch 
777 Punchbowl Street, 2nd floor 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
539-4496 

Kaua‘i (Fifth Circuit) 
Circuit Court 
3059 Umi Street, Room 101 
Līhu‘e, HI 96766 
246-3300 

Hawai‘i/Hilo (Third Circuit) 
Circuit Court 
75 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 
961-7400 

Hawai‘i/Kona (Third Circuit) 
Circuit Court 
75-7595A Haukapila Street 
Kealakekua, HI 96750 
322-8790 

 

 
Family Courts (Temporary Restraining Orders) 

 
O‘ahu 538-5959  
 

Hawai‘i  969-7798 (Hilo) 
 322-6090 (Kona) 
 

Kaua‘i  245-6362  
 

Maui  242-5995  Moloka‘i 533-3202  Lana‘i  242-4335 (Call collect) 
 

 
 



 

 

Domestic Violence Clearinghouse & Legal Hotline 

 O‘ahu:  531-3771 
 All others: 1-800-690-6200 (toll free) 

Domestic Violence Shelter Hotline 

O‘ahu:   841-0822 Shelter 
  533-7125 Military 
  528-0606 Windward  
Hawai‘i:  959-8864 Hilo (Abused Women and Children) 
  322-7233 Kona  
Maui:   579-9581 (receives collect calls from Maui, Moloka‘i 
     and Lana‘i)  
Kaua‘i:   245-6362  
Moloka‘i:  567-6888 

Volunteer Legal Services Hawai‘i 

 O‘ahu:   528-7046  
 All others: 1-800-839-5200 

Child care (for during court hearings) 

Parents and Children Together (PACT) 
 

www.pacthawaii.org 
 

847-3285 

Family counseling 

Parents and Children Together (PACT) 
Family Peace Centers 

 
www.pacthawaii.org/family_peace_centers.html 

 
832-0855 

Child Support Enforcement Agency 

www.hawaii.gov/ag/csea 
 

 O‘ahu:  692-8265 
 Hawai‘i (Hilo): 933-0644 
 Maui:  243-5241 
 Kaua‘i:  241-7112 
 Moloka‘i, Lāna‘i, & Mainland  
   1-888-317-9081 (toll free) 

Supervised visitation 

Child & Family Service 
 

www.childandfamilyservice.org/cfs2.php?id1=40 
 

O‘ahu: 681-1467 
Maui: 877-6888 
Kaua‘i: 245-5914 

 
 
 
 

Community Mediation Centers 

O‘ahu 
Mediation Center of the Pacific 
(formerly known as the Neighborhood Justice Center) 

245 North Kukui Street, Suite 206 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Phone: 521-6767 
Fax:  538-1454 
www.mediatehawaii.org 

Hawai‘i (Hilo) 
Ku‘ikahi Mediation Center 
101 Aupuni Street, Suite 1014-B2 
Hilo, HI 96720 
Phone: 935-7844 
Fax:  961-9727 
www.kmchilo.com 

Hawai‘i (West) 
West Hawai‘i Mediation Center 
P.O. Box 7020 
Kamuela, HI 96743 
Phone: 885-5525 
Fax:  887-0525 
www.whmediation.com 

Maui County 
Mediation Services of Maui 
95 Mahalani Street, Suite 25 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
Phone: 244-5744 
Fax:  249-0905 
www.mauimediation.org 

Moloka‘i 
Mediation Center of Moloka‘i 
P. O. Box 1708 
Kaunakaka‘i, HI 96748 
Phone:  553-3844 

 

Kaua‘i 
Kaua‘i Economic Opportunity Inc. 
Mediation Program 
2804 Wehe Road 
Līhu‘e, HI 96766 
Phone: 245-4077 
Fax:  245-7476 

  

 



 

 

1. Name: 
Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Telephone: 
 
Defendant Pro Se 
 

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF THE ____________ CIRCUIT  
STATE OF HAWAI‘I 

 

 
) 4. FC-D NO.__________________ 

2. ___________________________________ 
) 

 

   Plaintiff )  

 ) ANSWER TO COMPLAINT FOR 
 vs. ) DIVORCE 
 )  

 )  

3. ___________________________________ 
) 

 

   Defendant )  

__________________________________________ ) 
 

 

ANSWER TO COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE 
 
 
 I, Defendant above-named, answer the complaint filed in this case and assert: 
 

1. I agree with paragraph(s): 5.________________________________________. 

 

 

2. I do not agree with paragraph(s): 6.________________________________________. 

 

 

3. 7. In particular, I wish to tell the court, and request, 
 

4. I deny anything stated in the complaint that I have not specifically admitted, qualified, 

or denied. 

I ASK THE COURT: 
 

(a) to grant a divorce from the bonds of matrimony, award attorney's fees and costs, 

divide and distribute the property and the debts of the marriage, provide for spouse support, 

and award custody, visitation, support, and education of the children of the marriage. 

(b) to grant any temporary relief as may be requested in connection to this case. 
 

DATED: 8. ________________________, Hawai‘i      9. __________/__________/__________ 

     location         month      day    year 

 

 10. ___________________________________ 

   Defendant Pro Se



 

 

 


