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Today’s Discussion 

1. Performing Government Grants 

 What are grants? 

 Basic grant requirements 

 Grant opportunities 

2. Contracting with the D.C. Government 

 Getting Started as a D.C. Contractor 

 D.C. Contracting Rules and Responsibilities 

 D.C. Contracting Opportunities 
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Performing Government Grants 

 Grants are typically awarded to nonprofit 
businesses. 

 The federal government also provides focused 
grants for for-profit businesses in specific 
industries where it is looking to spark innovation, 
such as medical research, defense and 
homeland security. 
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What Are Grants?  

 Grants are different from government contracts; they 

are project oriented rather than providing goods and 

services. 

 A grant is used instead of a contract where the 

purpose of the relationship between the business and 

the government is to “carry out a public purpose of 

support or stimulation” 

 Grants are awarded by individual government 

agencies (such as the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH)), but not all federal agencies have the authority 

to provide grants. 

 



WilmerHale 5 

Two Basic Kinds of Grants 

 Formula/Block Grants: These are nondiscretionary 

grants that Congress directs to recipients who meet 

specific eligibility criteria. Usually, the recipients of 

these grants are states, who are awarded money 

based on a congressional formula. 

 Project Grants: These are discretionary grants, 

meaning the agency can determine recipients and 

funding levels independently of Congress.  Still come 

from appropriated funds. 
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Allowable Costs of a Grant 

 Federal agencies refer to “cost principles” when 

determining what expenditures may be covered by a 

grant; similar to FAR 31.205. 

 Allowable expenses include: recruitment of 

personnel required to complete the grant obligations, 

bonding costs, and special purpose equipment. 

 Unallowed expenses include: alcoholic beverages, 

contributions or donations, and general advertisement 

not related to personnel recruitment for the grant. 
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Competition for Grants 

 The grant application process is considered 

competitive where an agency solicits applications and 

then evaluates them on the merits. 

 There is currently no government-wide requirement 

that the grant application process be competitive. 

 However, most agencies use a competitive process 

either because the statute authorizing them to award 

grants requires them to do so or because they believe 

it produces the best outcomes. 
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Agency Involvement with Grantees 

 Some grants are called “cooperative agreements”—

these grants anticipate substantial involvement by the 

federal agency. 

 However, the policy of the federal government is to 

limit federal involvement to “the minimum consistent 

with program requirements.” 

 That said, federal agencies have the right to oversee 

grant recipients’ activities to make sure the money is 

only used for authorized purposes. 
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The Audit Process 

 Grant recipients that expend $500,000 or more in a 

year in federal awards will be audited for each year 

they reach this spending cap.  OMB A-133 “Single 

Audit.” 

 Grant recipients that expend less than $500,000 a 

year in federal awards are exempt from audit 

requirements, but must maintain records for review or 

audit by federal officials. 

 Most federal programs have program-specific audit 

guides that provide direction to the agency performing 

the audit. 
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Audit Obligations 

 A grantee must: 

 Identify all federal awards received and the federal 

programs under which they were received. 

 Prepare appropriate financial statements including a 

schedule of expenditures of federal awards. 

 Submit audit materials on time. 

 Follow up on audit findings, taking corrective action 

where needed.  
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Enforcement and Penalties 

 False Claims Acts – civil fines and penalties or 

criminal penalties for false or fraudulent claims, 

including submissions of grant invoices. 

 False Statements Act – for false statements made to 

a federal official, including falsifying work performed 

under a grant. 

 Bribery and gratuities – bribing or providing a gift or 

gratuity to any federal official to obtain favorable 

treatment. 
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Suspension/Debarment 

 If a government grantee engages in fraud or similar 

misconduct, the grantee may be suspended or 

debarred from receiving further federal grants or 

contracts. 

Excluded Parties List System. 

 Typically, suspension is imposed first. The 

suspension period usually lasts 12-18 months. 

 Debarment is usually for 3 years and will be imposed 

only after the grantee is given notice and an 

opportunity to contest the debarment. 
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Reasons for Suspension/Debarment 

 Conviction of fraud. 

 Violation of antitrust statutes. 

 Commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, 

etc. 

 Violation of the terms of a public agreement so 

serious as to affect the integrity of an agency program. 

 Knowingly doing business with a debarred person. 

 Failure to pay debt owed to a federal agency or 

instrumentality. 
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Sources of Available Federal Grants 

 Most agencies that have a focus similar to non-
profits:  DHHS; DEd; State Dept. 

 High tech and medical applications: 

 NIH grants for medical or pharmaceutical research. 

 Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) grants. 

 Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) 
grants. 

 Department of Energy grants. 

 Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) grants. 

 Grants.gov maintains a list of grant opportunities. 

 

http://www.grants.gov/
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Examples of Available Federal Grants 

 Small Business Transportation Resource Center 
Grants from the Department of Transportation: 
Seeking an organization to provide outreach to the 
small business community and help businesses 
become better prepared to apply for and obtain 
federal contracts. 

 Assets for Independence Grants from the 
Department of Health and Human Services: 
Grantees will provide financial education training 
and assist participants in saving earned income in 
special Individual Development Accounts. 
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Applying for Grants 

 The “Program Announcement,” which will be posted 

on grants.gov, will tell you all you need to know to 

apply for a grant. 

 It will include information about what funding is 

available, eligibility requirements, application 

instructions, evaluation criteria, and selection criteria. 
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Applying for Grants 

 Different agencies may also offer their own 

guidance. For example, the Department of Education 

has its own grants webpage with information about 

applying. 

 If the Program Announcement includes contact 

information for an agency “point of contact” (POC), 

don’t be afraid to call with questions about the 

process. Most agency POCs are personally invested 

in the mission of the program and the grant process. 

http://www.ed.gov/fund/grants-apply.html
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Applying for Grants 

 When drafting your application, be sure to pay close 

attention to the award and evaluation criteria as well 

as the stated goals of the program, the agency’s 

mission, and the statutory authority for grants. 

 Incorporate as many “buzz words” as possible from 

these sources. 

 Many applications succeed or fail based on the 

proposal summary/statement of need. Be sure it is 

tailored to the agency’s interests! 
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Part 2: Contracting with the D.C. 

Government? 
 

Why contract with the DC Government? 

 Each year D.C. awards more than $300  
million dollars in local government contracts 

 The D.C. government wants to work with small 
businesses from the District 

 D.C. gives preferential contract bidding 
treatment to small and local businesses 
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D.C. Contracting & Small Businesses 

 

 Small businesses may bid on any size contract 

 Nearly all purchases of $100,000 or less must 
go to certified small business enterprises  

 Every D.C. agency has a goal of spending 50% 
of its expendable budget on goods and services 
from small businesses 
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D.C. Contracting & Small Businesses 

(Cont’d) 
 

 35% of all construction contracts larger than 
$250,000 must go to small businesses 

 Unless waived, 35% of all non-construction 
contracts larger than $250,000 must go to small 
businesses 

 Certified businesses may receive up to a 12% 
effective price reduction or 12 preference points 
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D.C. Contracting: The Benefits Are 

Similar to Federal Contracting 
 

 D.C. government spending is relatively consistent 
from year to year 

 D.C. government contracting decisions can be 
challenged 

But not perfect: The D.C. government has not always 

paid its vendors on time 
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The Basics of D.C. Contracting 

 All D.C. government contracting is handled by the 
Office of Contracting and Procurement (OCP), the 
District’s centralized purchasing office 

 

      Contact Information: http://ocp.dc.gov  
    Phone: (202) 727-0252  Fax: (202) 727-9385 

 

 

http://ocp.dc.gov/
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The Basics of D.C. Contracting 

 D.C. contracting regulations are set by the 
District, and are distinct from federal 
contracting regulations 

 Understanding these unique regulations will 
help you to prepare your business for 
successful contracting with the District 
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D.C. Government Rules and 

Responsibilities  

 The District’s rules and responsibilities (27 DCMR) 
for contracts and procurement are not nearly as 
robust as federal contracting regulations 

Two helpful chapters to review: 

 Chapter 8: Local, Small and Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises Contracting  

 Chapter 18: Small Purchase and Other Simplified 
Purchase Procedures 

 

 

http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/e-Library/27+DCMR/27+DCMR+Updates/Final+Rulemaking
http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/e-Library/27+DCMR/27+DCMR+Updates/Final+Rulemaking
http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/e-Library/27+DCMR/27+DCMR+Updates/Final+Rulemaking/Chapter+8,+Local,+Small+and+Disadvantaged+Business+Enterprises+Contracting,+replaces+entire+chapter,+56+DC+Register+8439+(October+23,+2009)+and+56+DC+Regi
http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/e-Library/27+DCMR/27+DCMR+Updates/Final+Rulemaking/Chapter+8,+Local,+Small+and+Disadvantaged+Business+Enterprises+Contracting,+replaces+entire+chapter,+56+DC+Register+8439+(October+23,+2009)+and+56+DC+Regi
http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/e-Library/27+DCMR/27+DCMR+Updates/Final+Rulemaking/Chapter+18,+Small+Purchase+and+Other+Simplified+Purchase+Procedures+(December+25,+2009)
http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/e-Library/27+DCMR/27+DCMR+Updates/Final+Rulemaking/Chapter+18,+Small+Purchase+and+Other+Simplified+Purchase+Procedures+(December+25,+2009)
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Preferences—Certified Business Enterp.  

Local Business Enterprise—2 points/2% reduction 
 >50% of assets, sales, employees & owners located in District 

Small Business Enterprise—3 pts / 3% reduction 
 SBA certified or meet DC revenue limitation based on industry 

Disadvantaged Bus Enterprise—2 pts / 2% reduction 
 Historic, economic, social discrimination letter plus personal 

financial information 

Resident Owner Business—5 pts / 5% reduction 
 Principle business office and majority owner in district 

Longtime Resident Business—10 pts / 10% reduction 
 LBE for 20 years or SBE for 15 years 

Development Enterprise Zone—2 pts / 2 % reduction 
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Standard Contract Provisions (July 2010) 

Standard Contract Provisions apply only to contracts 

that are over $100,000 for supplies and services  

Some helpful examples: 

  The Quick Payment Act (art. 30) 

  Freedom of Information Act (art. 34) 

  Way to Work Amendment Act of 2006 (art. 38) 

  First Source Act (art. 35) 

  Rights in Data (art. 42) 

  Sub-Contracting Requirements (art. 45) 
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First Source Act (art. 35) 

The First Source Act is designed to ensure that qualified 

District residents are given priority consideration for new jobs 

created by municipal financing and development projects 

Requirements: 

 Beneficiaries of government-assisted projects of $100,000 
or more must enter into a First Source Employment 
Agreement 

 51% of new hires, apprentices, and trainees must be District 
residents 

 The employer must use the Department of Employment 
Services as a first source of referral for qualified applicants 
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Considerations Before Getting Started 

Contracting with the District 
 

 It takes time and money to certify, register, and 
meet the District’s requirements for contracting 

 But, the potential benefits of gaining a big customer 
are large 

 



WilmerHale 30 

Getting Started 

1. Registration  

 In order to apply for solicitations posted by the 
D.C. government, a business must first register as 
a vendor with OCP  

– www.ocp.dc.gov 

2.  Certification 

 After registering, you should certify your business 
with the Department of Small and Local Business 
Development 

– www.dslbd.dc.gov 

http://www.ocp.dc.gov/
http://www.dslbd.dc.gov/
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Certification 

Types:  

 Local, small, disadvantaged, resident owner, 
longtime resident, and development enterprise 

Timeframe: 

 DSLBD makes certification decisions within 30 days 
of receipt of a complete application 



WilmerHale 32 

Certification (Cont’d) 

Process: 

 Attend Pre-Certification Orientation  

 Draft online application at Online CBE Application  

 Gather documents: Required Documents Checklist  

 Schedule one-on-one appointment at ‘One on One Appointment’  

 Submit completed online application at 'CBE Application Online’  

 Submit required documents  

 Attend appointment to review materials  

 DSLBD reviews your application and makes a determination 

 

 

 

 

http://bizdc.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action
http://bizdc.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action
http://bizdc.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action
http://lsdbe.dslbd.dc.gov/logon.aspx?returnURL=%2fDefault.aspx
http://dslbd.dc.gov/DC/DSLBD/Doing+Business+in+the+District/Certify+Your+Business/Required+Supporting+Documents+for+Application
http://bizdc.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action?CenterID=71
http://lsdbe.dslbd.dc.gov/logon.aspx?returnURL=%2fDefault.aspx
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Finding Contracting Opportunities 

1. Contracts Under $100,000 – D.C. Supply Schedule  

 The DC Supply Schedule (DCSS) is the city's multiple 
award schedule procurement program for providing 
commercial products and services to District 
government agencies 

 DCSS contracting is open and continuous 

– DCSS Terms and Conditions 

 Vendors must pay back a total of 1% of business to the 
District 

 

 

http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/Publication Files/DCSS20Terms and Conditions February 2010.pdf.
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D.C. Supply Schedule 

 
Mandatory Pre-Application Workshop 

 OCP provides mandatory workshops for vendors 
interested in participating in DCSS   

 The workshops assist vendors with the application 
process  

 Workshops are held monthly, every 2nd Thursday of 
the month at 441 4th Street, NW, Suite 700S, from 
10 am-12 pm   
 

 Contact Frederick Dorsey:  

 (202) 727-0017. Frederick.Dorsey@dc.gov 

mailto:Frederick.Dorsey@dc.gov
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Finding Contracting Opportunities 

 2. Contracts Over $100,000  

 Solicitations for contracts over $100,000 must be 
posted at least once in a general circulation 
newspaper  

 Notices are also posted on OCP’s website 

– www.ocp.dc.gov  

 Small businesses that are certified receive 
preference points in the competitive solicitation 
process 

http://www.ocp.dc.gov/
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Registering for Solicitations 

 All vendors seeking to compete for contracting 
opportunities with the D.C. government must 
register for the electronic solicitations system 

– e-Sourcing  

 More information on the e-Sourcing vendor 
registration system can be found here  

– http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/Vendor+Support+Center/Vendor

+Registration+Process  

https://upstream.dc.gov/Sourcing/Main/ad/loginPage/SSOActions?awsso_cc=passwordadapter%3AU291cmNpbmdTdXBwbGllclVzZXI%3D%3Brealm%3AU3lzdGVt%3Bawsso_ru%3AaHR0cHM6Ly91cHN0cmVhbS5kYy5nb3YvU291cmNpbmcvTWFpbj9yZWFsbT1TeXN0ZW0mcGFzc3dvcmRhZGFwdGVyPVNvdXJjaW5nU3Vw
https://upstream.dc.gov/Sourcing/Main/ad/loginPage/SSOActions?awsso_cc=passwordadapter%3AU291cmNpbmdTdXBwbGllclVzZXI%3D%3Brealm%3AU3lzdGVt%3Bawsso_ru%3AaHR0cHM6Ly91cHN0cmVhbS5kYy5nb3YvU291cmNpbmcvTWFpbj9yZWFsbT1TeXN0ZW0mcGFzc3dvcmRhZGFwdGVyPVNvdXJjaW5nU3Vw
https://upstream.dc.gov/Sourcing/Main/ad/loginPage/SSOActions?awsso_cc=passwordadapter%3AU291cmNpbmdTdXBwbGllclVzZXI%3D%3Brealm%3AU3lzdGVt%3Bawsso_ru%3AaHR0cHM6Ly91cHN0cmVhbS5kYy5nb3YvU291cmNpbmcvTWFpbj9yZWFsbT1TeXN0ZW0mcGFzc3dvcmRhZGFwdGVyPVNvdXJjaW5nU3Vw
http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/Vendor+Support+Center/Vendor+Registration+Process
http://ocp.dc.gov/DC/OCP/Vendor+Support+Center/Vendor+Registration+Process
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Vendor Orientation for D.C. 

Government Solicitations  

 Vendors interested in doing business with the D.C. 
government are encouraged to attend OCP’s  
bi-weekly Vendor Orientation, held on the 1st and 
3rd Thursday of every month from 1-2 pm 
 
 Call OCP to confirm attendance:  
 (202) 727-0252 
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Key Resources 

1. Department of Small and Local Business 

Development  

2. Local Organizations that Conduct Semester-Long 

Small Business Programs 

3. Small Business Resource Center 
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1. Department of Small and Local 

Business Development (DSLBD)  

 DSLBD provides D.C. entrepreneurs training, 
workshops, and computer software to help local 
businesses develop 

 To sign up for trainings and workshops, including 
one-on-one business counseling sessions, go to 

– http://dcbiz.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action. 

 Visit http://dslbd.dc.gov for more information 

 

 

 

http://dcbiz.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action
http://dslbd.dc.gov/
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2. Semester-Long Small Business 

Programs 

 National Women’s Business Center  
provides training and consulting to assist in the 
start-up and growth of women-owned businesses 

– http://www.dcwbc.org/ 

 DC Small Business Development Center  
provides free business consulting and low cost 
training to promote small business growth 

– http://www.dcsbdc.org/ 

 

http://www.dcwbc.org/
http://www.dcsbdc.org/
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Semester-Long Small Business 

Programs (Cont’d) 

 
 Marshall Heights CDC  

partners with the Washington Area Community 
Investment Fund to help small business owners 
grow their businesses 

– http://www.mhcdo.org/index.php?option=com_content&vie

w=article&id=140&Itemid=183 

 Latino Economic Development Corporation  
helps current and prospective entrepreneurs 
develop small businesses in multicultural 
communities  

– http://www.ledcmetro.org/en/small-business 

 

http://www.mhcdo.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=140&Itemid=183
http://www.mhcdo.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=140&Itemid=183
http://www.ledcmetro.org/en/small-business
http://www.ledcmetro.org/en/small-business
http://www.ledcmetro.org/en/small-business
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3.  Small Business Resource Center 

 The Small Business Resource Center (SBRC) 
provides information and services to help customers 
with navigating the District of Columbia's business 
regulatory environment 

 SBRC has many helpful trainings and classes: 

– http://dslbd.dc.gov/DC/DSLBD/Business+Resources/Business+Reso

urce+Center?nav=2&vgnextrefresh=1 

– http://bizdc.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action   

 For more information on SBRC, go to: 

– http://dcra.dc.gov 

 

 

 

http://dslbd.dc.gov/DC/DSLBD/Business+Resources/Business+Resource+Center?nav=2&vgnextrefresh=1
http://dslbd.dc.gov/DC/DSLBD/Business+Resources/Business+Resource+Center?nav=2&vgnextrefresh=1
http://bizdc.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action
http://dcra.dc.gov/
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Examples of Available D.C. Grants 

 DC's Office of Partnerships and Grant Services (OPGS) and the 

Grants Information Data System (GIDS) provide a database of 

current city, federal and foundation grant opportunities available 

to DC-area nonprofits and community-based organizations. Sign 

up for their OPGD Funding Alert 

 Latino Community Development Grant from the DC Office on Latino 

Affairs: enhance Latino-serving programs focused on education, 

workforce development, legal services, etc. 

 ArtsPlace Grant for Arts and Culture Temporiums from the DC Office 

of Planning: Funds available to transform spaces in Deanwood, 

Brookland, Anacostia, and the 14th Street Corridor into “multi-

dimensional and multi-purpose” uses. 

http://opgd.dc.gov/
http://app.opgd.dc.gov/grantautomation/grantfinder.asp?opgdNav=|33039|
http://dc.gov/registration/dcdocs.asp

