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Important: Use the following brochure if you want to file for divorce in Hawai`i but 
you do not know where your spouse currently is. 
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Divorce: How to search for a missing spouse 

 
I want a divorce but do not have contact with my spouse. I do not know 

where they are. What do I do? 
 
As a part of all divorce cases, your spouse must be properly served a copy of the divorce forms 
that you filed at court so that they know that you are starting the divorce process. If you 
cannot locate your spouse or do not know where your spouse currently is, Family Court still requires 
you to do your best to locate your missing spouse so that the missing spouse has an opportunity to 
agree or disagree with the divorce. This is required by law in Hawai`i. 
 
 

What do I have to do to look for my spouse? 
 
There is not one law or formula in the state of Hawai`i that tells you exactly what you have to do. 
How you find your spouse depends on the situation. If you cannot find your spouse, or if your 
spouse is hiding, it is not enough to say, “I don’t know where they are” or “I think they are hiding.” 
You will have to show the court that you did everything you possibly could to locate your 
spouse – this is called a “diligent search.”  
 
 

When should I begin to look for my spouse? 
 
If you are even thinking about getting divorced and have no contact with your spouse, you 
should start the process right now. Opening your divorce case at Family Court and filing your 
documents will take 2-4 weeks. During this time, you should have already started the search 
process. Note that you can always begin the search process before or after you file your case, it is 
up to you. 
 
 

Can I still get a divorce even if I cannot find my spouse after my diligent 
search? 

 
You can still attempt to get a divorce if you still cannot find your spouse after extensively searching 
for them. However, the judge has the final say on whether or not you have done enough to 
locate your spouse. The search process may delay finalizing the divorce by up to 9-12 months.  
 
 

On the next page is a step-by-step list that explains how to show the court that you did 
everything you possibly could to locate your spouse and how to move forward with your 

divorce case after your search: 
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STEP ONE: 
 

Try looking for your spouse. 
 
This includes checking the phone book, completing free internet searches, asking the post office for 
a forwarding address, checking social media, and calling your spouse’s friends, relatives, or last 
known employer for your spouse’s new address. Use and fill out the “How to Search for a 
Missing Spouse Worksheet” on PAGES 5-9 to help you get started on the process of finding 
your spouse.  
 
FAQ: What if my spouse’s friends, relatives, or co-workers will not provide any information? 

 

You should keep track of all the answers you receive and write them down in your worksheet. 
 
 

STEP TWO: 
 

Motion to Serve by Publication or Posting. 
 
If you are still unable to find your spouse after trying everything you can, you must get permission 
from the court to publish a notice of the divorce in the newspaper, which can cost upwards of $500. 
The Legal Aid Society of Hawai’i cannot pay your fees for you or waive these fees for you. This is 
called a Motion to Serve by Publication. 
 
If you cannot afford to publish by newspaper: you can ask the court to instead post a public 
notice in the courthouse. You should fill out the Ex-Parte Motion for Service by Mail and 
Posting in Lieu of Publication. These forms are available at Family Court or can be found online 
on the court’s website. You will be required to fill out your financial / income information to 
explain why you cannot afford the newspaper fee. 
 

FAQ: What do I include in my Motion? 
 
In your motion, you will need to tell the judge everything you did to find your spouse (e.g. 
who you contacted, on what date you contacted them, how they responded, etc.) You should 
include the worksheet you filled out on PAGES 5-9, as well as any other extra sheets, 
documents, returned mail, letters, or print-outs to show the Court you have done everything you can 
to search for your spouse. Make sure to make photocopies of all documents you send or receive.  
 
 

STEP THREE: 
 
A judge at Family Court will review your Motion and decide whether or not you have done 
enough to find your spouse. Then, the judge may grant you the motion for publication or 
posting, or the judge may deny your motion.  
 
 
If your motion is denied: This means that the judge feels you have not done enough to locate your 
spouse. Sometimes, the judge will let you know specifically what else you need to do in your search. 
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Then, you have to continue your search and think of other ways to locate your spouse. After you 
have completed these additional steps, you can file your motion again. 
 
 
If your motion is granted: This means that the judge feels that you have done everything possible 
to locate your spouse. The judge will let you know the specifics on publishing your notice. You may 
have to publish a legal notice in the newspaper and pay the publishing fee. Publishing fees vary 
across newspapers or you may have the option of publishing a notice at the courthouse if you filed 
the Ex-Parte Motion for Service by Mail and Posting in Lieu of Publication.   
 

 It is important to refer to what the judge has specified in your motion.  
 
 

STEP FOUR: 
 
What happens after my notice has been published either in a newspaper or at court? 
 
If published in a newspaper: The newspaper will send you a notarized statement letting you know 
your notice has been published. Make sure you file this notice at Family Court and make copies for 
your record. Alternatively, the newspaper may automatically send the notarized statement to Family 
Court and you will not need to file the document. 
 
If published at court: The court will take care of posing your notice at the court house.  
 

 These two options of publishing are considered proof of service and you have now 
technically “served your spouse.” 

 
 
HELPFUL TIPS: 
 

 Be sure to keep all records throughout your search process – these will be considered 

“evidence.” 

 Write down every response you received from all people you have contacted – try to get their 

responses in writing, if possible. 

 Always keep lines of communication open with anyone you contact, especially if you think 

they may have more information about your spouse. 

 Make photo copies of all documents you receive or send out. 

 Be patient – the search process will take time, but just know you are one step closer to 

finalizing your divorce. 
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HOW TO LOCATE A MISSING SPOUSE OR PARENT(S) WORKSHEET: 
 
The information you fill out in this Worksheet will help you complete your affidavit to show Family 
Court that you did your best to look for your spouse.  
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Please complete the following worksheet to get started on the process of finding your spouse. 
Please note that this worksheet is meant to serve as a guide and that there are other 
methods of finding your spouse not included in this worksheet that the judge may require 
you to do. 
 
If applicable, mail or drop off the results to the Legal Aid employee handling your application (if 
receiving Legal Aid assistance). Call the Legal Aid employee at if you have any questions or 
difficulties.  
 
If you are representing yourself Pro Se, you do not need to hand this into Legal Aid.  
 

WORKSHEET: 
 
_____1.   Contact 
 
I last saw or had contact with my spouse on (month, day, year) 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
______2.  Last Known Physical and/or Mailing Address: 
 
The last known mailing or physical address of my spouse as of (month, day, year) 
 
Date: ___________________________ 
                                  
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
____________________________  
_____ 3. Last Residence Address: 
 
I went to my spouse’s last residence address at ______________________________________, but 
I was told that s/he no longer lives there and the resident(s) don’t know his/her new address or 
telephone number.  
 
(You can also mail a letter to them and see if they respond, or if the letter is forwarded to their new 
address if they changed their forwarding address) 
 
_____ 4. Telephone Contact:  
 
[  ] I called the last known phone number for my spouse, which is _____________________ and [   
] was told that my spouse no longer lives there  
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[   ] the phone number was disconnected.   
 
[  ] I called the Directory Assistance for _______________________________ (county, state) 
where my spouse last lived, and there is no current listing for my spouse/ 
 
[   ] My spouse is not listed in the phonebook for (county, state): 
_____________________________ 
 
______5. Last Employment. 
 
[   ] I contacted my spouse’s last known employer and my spouse no longer works there.    
 
[   ] The employer did not know my spouse’s contact information.  
 
[   ] The past employer would not tell me my spouse’s contact information.  
    
_______6. Contact with Relatives, Friends, and Co-workers. 
 
[     ] I do not know any of my spouse’s [    ] friends [    ] relatives [    ] co-workers. 
 
[     ] I contacted the following friends, relatives, and/or co-workers, but none of them know or 
would tell me my spouse’s current address: 
 
Relative’s Name: ________________________  
Date/time of Contact: ___________________ 
Result: __________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Relative’s Name: _______________________ 
Date/time of Contact:___________________ 
Result: __________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Friend’s Name: _________________________ 
Date/time of Contact: ___________________ 
Result: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Co-workers Name: ______________________ 
Date/time of Contact: ___________________ 
Result: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_______7.  Internet Searches 
 
[     ]   I made the following Internet address searches, but did not find a current address or phone 
number for my spouse:  
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NOTE: USE ONLY FREE WEBSITE SEARCHES. Computers may be available at most 
local libraries.    
 
1.  Google  Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Whitepages  Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Spokeo  Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Instant Checkmate Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Intelius  Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Peoplesmart   Date: _______________ 
 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Peoplefinders Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________  
 
8. MyLife             Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Peekyou  Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Pipl  Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
11. Radaris    Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
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12. 411.com  Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
13. Switchboard Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
14. Peeplo  Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
15. ZabaSearch.com Date: _______________ 
      Result: __________________________________________________  
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
16. Anywho.com Date: _______________ 
 Result: ____________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
17. Yahoo.com Date: _______________ 
 Result: ____________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
18. Other Internet Searches (e.g. Social Media: Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, 
YouTube):  
 
 Search: ___________________________________________________ 
 Date: ____________________________________________________ 
 Result: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 Search: __________________________________________________ 
 Date: ___________________________________________________ 
 Result: __________________________________________________ 
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_______8. Other Efforts To Find My Spouse: 
   
 ________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
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Community Resources for Divorce 
 

 

Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i 
924 Bethel Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

www.legalaidHawai‘i.org 
www.lawhelp.org/hi 

 
Legal Aid’s Hotline: 

O‘ahu: (808) 536-4302 
Neighbor Islands: 1-800-499-4302 

 

Walk-In Hours (to apply for services): 
Honolulu Office ONLY  

9:00-11:30am 
*Only first six people are seen! 

 
Hotline Hours 
ALL ISLANDS 

Monday through Friday 
9:00-11:30am and 1:00-3:30pm 

 
 

Hawai‘i State Judiciary: Divorce Self-Help Resources: 
www.courts.state.hi.us/self-help/divorce/divorce.html 

 
Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i, Family Law Self-Help Resources: 

http://www.lawhelp.org/hi/issues/family-and-juvenile 
 

REMEMBER: 
This brochure is meant to provide general information, and does not provide specific legal advice 

about your individual case. The law often changes. Each case is different. 
 

Family Court Locations 
 

O‘ahu (First Circuit) 
Family Court Service Center (Ho’okele) 

4675 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI 96707 

(808) 954-8290  

 
O‘ahu (First Circuit) 

Family Court: Management Services Branch 
777 Punchbowl Street, 2nd Floor 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
(808) 539-4496  

 

Maui (Second Circuit) 
Circuit Court – Hoapili Hale 

2145 Main Street Wailuku, HI 96793 
(808) 244-2969 

*1-800-769-3868 if calling from Moloka‘i or Lana‘i 
 

Hawai‘i - Hilo (Third Circuit) 
Circuit Court – Hale Kaulike 

777 Kilauea Ave. Hilo, HI 96720 
(808) 961-7400 

 
Kaua‘i (Fifth Circuit) 

Circuit Court – Puuhonua Kaulike Bldg 
3970 Kaana St. Lihu’e, HI 96766 

(808) 482-2330 
 

Hawai‘i - Kona (Third Circuit) 
Circuit Court 

75-1020 Haukapila Street Kealakekua, HI 96750 
(808) 322-8750 

 

 
 

 

http://www.legalaidhawaii.org/
http://www.lawhelp.org/hi
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/self-help/divorce/divorce.html
http://www.lawhelp.org/hi/issues/family-and-juvenile

